
EXPERTS ASSERT
'

LOWER RENTS ARE
STILL FAR AWAY

Present Laws to Aid Only in
Erecting Small Houses in

Outlying Districts.

MANHATTAN HOPELESSj
Tax Exemption Fails in
Purpose in Congested Sec-

lions of Metropolis.
SMALL SUITES OVERDONE;

Restrictions 011 Landlords in:
Measure Blamed for Lack of

Building Progress.

Tenants who look tor the coming year
to give them any relief from their rent

burdens are living in a fool's paradise.
This at least la the dictum heard from
real estate men throughout the city, in
the poor, medium and wealthy sections
cc Manhattan, The Bronx, Brooklyn and
Oueens. No matter what happens to
the other Items that go to make up the

of living, the' market price of living
.-"Paco T.Ubt remain In the loftier alti¬
tudes for some time to come, these au¬

thorities declare and even the unbiassed
. nalyst Is forced to admit that they have
most of the logic on their sido of the
argument.
The most encouraging picture that

optlmiam oan paint for the future is the
prospect of a very gradual reduction.
shading off Is probably a better descrip¬
tive term.In the cofit of hiring a dwell¬
ing or flat. Just when tho break will
V»gin is a matter for conj»cturc, and
one man's guess Is Just about as good
<tj« another's. One thing is certain.It
cannot assume worth while proportions
until the supply of housing is in excess
>>f the demand ; or. in other words, until
landlords are forced to bid f gainst each
other for tenants. And '.herein lies the
joker, for no one, even tho most expert.
. .an venture to predict just when the
building boom will set in.

After the passage of the ordinance ex¬
empting new medium priced housing
from taxation for the noxt ten years,
some real estate men and builders
Thought they saw relief on the horizon.
But these same men nlso deluded them¬
selves with the hope that the renting
laws would be declared unconstitutional.
Consequently, the recent decision of the
Court of Appeals at Albany upholding
the tenant-landlord legislation in toto
threw them back into the slough of de¬
spond. Now they declare that the stim¬
ulus of the tax exemption law is not
nearly gr«>at enough to overcome the
opiate administered by the rent laws,
which have kept dwelling construction
In a comatose condition for the last
yes r.

Will Tnkc l)ccid«' tn (utch I. p.
Tho extreme optimists declare that

there will bo no material reduction of
rents for the next ten years. and they
base their prediction <>n tho estimate of
construction exports thai It take a
full decado to catch up with the demand
for housing, even with tho most Inten¬
sive building boom In effect. Other*
maintain that there will be some relief
within the next few year*. Building,
ihey argue. wilt be resumed with vigor
Minn the rent laws expire on November
1. 1922. That, of course. is contingent
¦rpon tl hopo that the legislature will

¦t et- tit to re« nuct the measures which
t;>rted mi it'll an avalanche nf protest

>>ii ieal estate circles. Brick and mor-
't will b< Rln to fly even sooner than
nt. tlio r-^illors de.-lare. If the Legis¬

lature at Its present session will only
Mi t« modify the laws so as to give
landlord at least a semblance of con-

'¦l Ii!" property.
Tri the meantime, practically all real

te men declare, the residential con-
n tJon work started by the Board of

\M-> i .* tax exemption ordinance
. 1 i i<ii«,..t chiefly of two family houses

tlif oiitlvlng boroughs and will at
»M provide Just enough housing to
.llmlnate the doubling up of families
n those district*. Douglas L* Elllman,
hcud of the real estate firm of Douglas
!., Elllman tt To., fac., holds tills he-
Pcf. tie does not believe that this con¬
duction will have uny tangible effect
n rent roll*, although he does say that

It will give much needed relief from
congestion In the outlying boroughs.
Most of Mr. Klliman's extensive activl-
'les lie In the high elass residential seo-
tions of Manhattan and he run see no
prospect of relief here. The demand
'or housekeeping suites la as strong: ns
-vrr, says Mr. Elllman. and leasee are
runulng at the old rental rates.

Opponents of the tax exemption
ocdlnan . go far as tf» say that It
tn'} i T" ' <li»i iHtrously on tn* renting
»ilual <> .i heaping the burden of the
rltj's li. nnsed tax levy on the owners
nf the old apartment house*. wUo, in
turn, will try to recoup their losses In
this direction by raising the rents In
i1 »lr iH-niN'rttes when the landlord-ten-
w it law* expire. Even If the IX'gls-
I'ture readouts the measures, these
-. nltors ssy. the courts may be Induced
t. accept the inoreased taxes as a Justi¬
fication for slightly higher rents. This
1 the opinion at least of Jules Nehring.
who handles many apartment house
pioi-rtiee In the Washington Heights
and Mornlngside sections of Manhattan
nnd In the west Bronx.

More l.enlrnl to l.anilliirrta.
"Finer the enactment of the rent

h**," said Mr. Nehring, "1 have had
u freest deal of court experience, chiefiv

t ie capacity of exper*. appraiser In
*1 i;,iliird-tenant disputes. In recent

;¦ onths 1 hav<- noticed i« tendency on
e part of the Municipal Court Justices

t,. be more lenient In their treatment, of
i-llords This t attribute to the fact

Mini they have had enough experience
. onvlnce them that all the right

n the matter Is not on the side of the
tenaflut and P.»! tile hullabaloo raised
in behalf of the 1. tter was stirred ui»
to s cert sin extent hv demagogue*. T
i\a»» noticed that landlords who coma
ntjo court with clean hands get fair
lAAiment erd I don't Wlievc that the
!ti«s?s would turn a d**f ear to a land*
lord who could show that hie tax bur-
iirus had been Increased no as to per¬
mit the owner of new property to go

By no mentis nil ml estate men share
Tl* opinion h »6 the possible rea<Hon¬

rs rffi cts .ir the t;jx exemption ordl-
in.e. Homo heliev tint protests on

the part of the real estate Interests]
A 111 result next year In a considerable
reduction of the present exorbitant tax
..sesamenta. Mr Nehring admits that
the exemption ordinance will stimulate

building of two and three atory
nouses south of the Vonkers Une.

'"1'hle, however," he said, ''!. not the

t
No Early Rush Expected

In New Buildings Here
A SUDDEN boom in building

construction is not to be
looked for this spring, according
to Dr. John Whyto, director of
research for the National Asso¬
ciation of Credit Men. He pre¬
dicts a gradual resumption of ac¬
tivity, which by late summer
may reach a substantial figure.

Writing in the current issue
of the Credit Monthly, i>r.
Whyte says: "There exists, of
course, no doubt as to the great
shortage of housing, of perhaps
a million houses, affecting 4,000,-
000 persons. But these 4,000,-
000 are not homeless.

"If the price of building ma¬
terials suddenly drops to com¬
paratively low levels, if railway
credit and public utility credit
suddenly become reestablished,
the whole complexion of indus¬
try may be changed. Barring
these contingencies, it is not
likely that construction will start
off with a rush this spring."V_ J

kind of building that can be of any reaJ
benefit. What we need is more apart-
mont houses containing suites of from
three to Ave room* and renting at from
$10 to $16 a room, and wo would have
KOt them if the Court of Appeals hnd
declared the rent laws unconstitutional.
We may even g«'t them yet if the L.OKis-
lature will modify the laws «u as to give
to the landlord the right to eject an un¬
desirable tenant after four or five
months' notico.

"Building materials are i heaper now
and labor is giving an tight hour day
for eight hours' pay, which is tanta¬
mount to saying that he is working for
less moiit y. But even with these favor¬
able} factors and the tax exemption
added it is not possible to build the type
of house I mean and rent, it at prices
that will be us low as those charged
by the owners of the older properties.
A walkup apartment cannot b< built to-
day to rent for a cent less than $20
a room, Whereas in ct rtain section* we
l ave the older ones renting at from $10
to $15 a room. Mortgigu money is freer
now, and the savings banks and other
lending inst itution.s are more liberal
with their money and yet lew people
want to build."

Air. Nehrlag, like most other men in
his business, believes that the break in
rents cannot start for several yeara, but
that when It does it will strike the small
suite first. The miniature apartment of
one or two rooms which became so pop¬
ular during the acute stage of the home
shortage. Mr. Nehring airreps, is nothing
more nor le^s than freak housing and
.will not draw tenants when the latter
are able to pi and choose.

Too Much I'reak JiotmiitK >on.

Kor much the jBtnf reason Mr. Nehr-
iitg doubts tlie merit of the measure pro-
l>o«i d at Albany removing three family
houses from the soop« of the tenement
house law. With too much freak hous¬
ing on the market already. Mr. Nehring
says, practical builders will not want to
spend money' on a property that will be
both unrentable and unsalable after the
shortage is parsed.
The same situation applies to Brook¬

lyn. according to George Horton of the
firm of Bulkley & Horton, who manage
much property In Kings. One and tWo
room apartmenis will be the first to feel
the reduction, but all tln> more staple
properties will remain high for the next
few years. Tax exemption vay result
in production of two family houses, he
said, but builders as n class, he add d,
have shown no tendency to stampede
the building bureau with plans so far.
The recent rent law decision, he thought,
was to a great extent accountable for
this.

In the face of this pessimism one mild
zephyr of hope blows In from the direc¬
tion of The Bronx. B. 1L Weisker, a
real estate man who is active in the
city',« great northern borough, s>ays that
the builders there are preparing to do
considerable construction work toward
the latter port of the year. This, he
pointed out. will give them the benefit
of the tax exemption provision, which
only applies to structures completed be¬
tween April 1, 1PU<». and April 1. 192'i.
Thousands of plans, he said, have been
prepared, and they would have been put
through had It not.been for the depres*-
ing effect of the rent law decision from
Albany.

"I believe, too," mid Mr. AVeisker,
"that the lowered cost of construction
and the freedom from taxes will enable
the owners of the apartment hou^ss
put tip In 1921 to rent then' for less
than the figures demanded for the apart¬
ment houses of 1920. They will not,
however, be able to brin»r their figures
down any lower or even as low as the
old propertif.. Consequently the av¬
erage of rental prices Is bound to re¬
main high for several years to come."
For a brief period during the latter

part of the year 19^0 thtre was a alight
intimation of relief from an unexpected
source In Manhattan. It proved to b" a

mirage, however. Practically the only
typo of residential construction work
undertaken in Manhattan during the
whole year had been In the form of
high class apartment houses, such as
are to be found In the Park avenue sec¬
tion and along the reaches of Mill-
ionalres Row, as that segment of Fifth
avenue between Fifty-ninth and Eighty-
sixth streets i« popularly called.

VnctiniD High V n Vanishes.

For a time it looked an though this
form of housing had been overproduced.
To heighten this ifnpression many of
the former 01 upants of mieli expensive
apartment* had gone down a stop in
the spaitment house scale as a protest
against the high rents. This caused a

congestion >n the moderate priced hous¬
ing and left a vacuum higher up in
the sogle. It was thought that the
owners of the expensive apartments
would »^oner of later come down In
their rents nnd fill up their apartment*
with the type of tenants accustomed to
occupying them and In a way contribute
toward the alleviation of tne situation In
the moderate priced housing.
But somehow or other the vacuum In

the apartments of the millionaire variety
has practically filled up snd the demand
for moderate priced housing is Just ns

keee as ever with the rents till high.
I*v rence B. Klllmnn, pn «!ilr?ii .,f the
flrni of ivawo * KllUnan, which has
most of the luxurious liotr«eh in Miil-
Innsirep How and many in the exclusive
fafK avenue section on Its renting list,
ays that he has no more than five

#uit« * available at a rental of J20.000
or more

In Greenwich Village tne fierrnnO for
spsrtnlents and IMng space of other
types has not even reached its pesk. de-
clares It P. Vaughn, a real esinte mnn
who confines his activities s» fly to
this section of old homes and the
habitats of artists. There has not been
much new building tnere, he adds, al-
though there has been enough remodel¬
ling wrk to nee., fairly well abreast
of the «iemsnd for smnii suites, which
Mil thrive In the Bohemisn atmosphere

of the Village
it dors no' require renting aged'

however, to realise the meagre p-« peets
of s r. du 't ion »n tin cost of vIjr rpacc.
Jo mi I,. Parish, who f ii v r owns nor

manages projx rty. but whope 1ob it Is
to analyse real estate confltlons. can
.ee nothing in the housing «lttiati< n.
either present or prospective, to Justify
hope or expectation of any reduction In
rentals for nn> lax* of housings in th>
early fuftre. Mr. Parish is secretary
of the AdVl'ory Cornell of 1<»m1 lists.»
Tnt'-reats Snd of the Board of Title I'n
derw rlters.

MILLER'S TRANSIT
PLAN WINS TACIT
APPROVAL OF BAR

Association of City Stands
by Principle of Public

Service Commission.

OPPOSES# HYLAX BUSES

JReport Says .Municipal
Ownership and Operation
Would Be, Too (Mostly.

AGAINST TAMMANY B1LLS

Takes Position on 75 lmpor-1
tiUit Mcnsun's Now Ponding:

at Albany.

The committee on the amendment ot

the law of the Association of the Bur

of the City of New York made public
yesterday its first bullets of this year

setting for'h Its vim upon pending
legislation at Albany. The report ad-

vises against the passage of the bills

to authorize tho city to put Into effect

Mayor Hylan's plan for municipal
ownership and operation of bua lines, as

having evidence of becoming a losing
financial venture for the city and on the

ground that such a move would b" un¬

constitutional.
On tho other hand, the committee of¬

fers no criticism of Gov. Miller's bill
for the crcation of the State transit
commission to settle Now York's street
transportation problems, but, without
mentioning the bill by name, expresses
its approval of the principle involved
In the following paragraph:
"Ever since the Public Service Com-

missions were created there have been
introduced in the Legislature during
every session a considerable number of
bills dealing with matters that properly
come within the purview of these com¬

missions. In many instances express
authority has been conferred upon the
comuimlsslons to deal with the very
subjects as to which legislation is
sought. In other instances the proposed
legislation could well b<* obviated were

the power conferred on tho commissions
to deal with the proposed subjects after
making such investigations as the com¬

missions are qualified to mako and
which the Legislature has not the time
or opportunity to make. Believing
in the policy underlying tho creation
of these commissions and in the goo I

results accomplished as a result of a

thorough and systematic investigation
of the facts on which the regulation of
public utilities should be predicated, tho
committee has unlformaly opposed such
special legislation.

Tammany Billa Branded.
"We have gone into perhaps unn(^'

branches of the government In the P
fornancC of the important duties

.«.»»»
lyzt'S and . xprcsses it* approval or dt.
auoroval of more than ¦eventy-flVB or

.OFr of obtaining or retaining joos for
political office holders

MillersThe committee goes into <.0\. M»»"B
bill* for State enforcement of the2£d a«t in detail and di«liprovcS the
bill* unlci,s they are amended ho tnat

-3!rtT,r ,r'! rr;;,In the enforcement bill and Provisions
affcctlng taxation be

fur-act no a* not to encumber the <ode tur

,h^US^.«PP~v., bin *!
«,n«.tor OuRKan. which proposes to de-WiV^tM Ju"o«l Of the Appellate dlvta- |r .»«'r^1
John Kord ha* wa«M against those
.r« an,l the report of the «ooU-
lf>n H lud'ciary commlttoc, made puhlloTon Justice >ord launched his attack,
x»veral mouth* a"°tod As repre
senting the Uews of the law amendment,
committee.

Via ri«n Disapproved.
Concerning the bill to put MayorHil^TC Plan into effect. the report

"".The avowed object of these
, to enable the city of New Tor* toJture It. the busine* of traneporta-lion of rangers by means of on.nl-

li itu-n to Vie purchased. ownojl un«i

<»«, rr'Sl "LIS I'
tv of tfv> Htaten Island and Sou,hiBrooklyn feme, Jbe experiwe. W>

r.-»p*ct t« that undertaking is
courajrlng to the taxpayer*. Figure*fro" 19M to 1W« then are quoted to
ahow that this was s loal

.£«VFllth*"Ave-report statea also that the Filth Ave^nuo Coach Company by it* t»19 "Po.
shows that It costs eight cent* per P**-
senger to operate under highly favor¬
able. circumstances.

mionalltyUpon th« question of constitutionality
of the bu* Mil the report say»;"Irrespective of the economic
presented by tide proposed legislation,
wo are of the opinion that these meas¬
ures would be unconstitutional beoause
of »ho prohibition of Artlds VTII.. Sec-,
Hon l«, of the Constitution, which pro¬
vides:

,, i."Nor elm 11 any city !«. allowed to
incur any indebtedness except for city
purt*>W6#«" i"What constitutes a publlo purpose
was discussed with great clearn.^ by
rhl»\f Judge Cullen in Hmlth v. Wmythe.
l#7 S. T 457. He pointed out Uu dis¬
tinction between what may be t rnied
a public Interest and the corporate in¬
tercut of a municipality, and showed
that It Is a eorporate or governmental
purpose only, not merely a proprietary
one that can be regarded ns a city pur-
,^«r within the meaning of the Con¬
stitution. In this resptct he followed
the ..pinions In Matter of Nls»nra Kails
AWII. fV. 10* N. V ST.',, and Matte.
.f chspman City of New York. 16*
N. V , ?n.

.¦Public Porpnsea" Defined.
"In the first of these eases Jtldg* An- I

drews rrtlnted out that while the eatab-
llshment of furnaces, mills and tnanti- jfactorl< the build.ng of churches srxi
of hotela and similar enterprises, are,
.,inTl. or tess matters of leihlle con<--rn.
¦ hey nevertheless do not coiurtllute pun-

11c purposes. In th« latter of these cases

Judge Vann showed that there can be
no lawful tax which in not laid for a

public ftji-po.se, and that In deciding
whether In a uiven case tha object for
which taxes arc assessed falls upon the
one fcldu or tlie other of the line the>
must be governed mainly by the course
and usage of the Government, the ob-
jecu for which taxes have been .cus¬
tomarily and by long course of legisla¬
tion levied, and the objects or purposes
that have been considered necessary to
the support and for the proper u&e of
tlte Government.

"Tested by these decisions. there can
he no support for the contention that
tlie operation of a line of omnibuses for
the use of such persons as may find
them convenient or even necessary con¬
stitutes a city purpose."
The report characterizes Senator

"Marty" McOue's bill to make the erst¬
while holding of the post of police Jus¬
tice a qualification for city magistrate
a*. "peculiarly vlclousi."

'Hip report continues:
"The section, an It now stands, re¬

quires that a city magistrate must have
been admitted to practice as an attorney
or at least three years, unless ho was

a city magistrate, or was acting as such
on or before January 1. 1905. This bill
. iibstlttites for the Hast clause, the fol¬
lowing: 'T'nless he, was a police Justice,
or was acting as a police justice, on or

before January 1. 1895.'
"Evidently a relic of a bygone period

still cheribhes Judicious ambitions. It
is, however, a matter of public history
that the former police Justices were so

unsatisfactory that in order to get rid
of them the office was abolished by L.
189."-, c 601» which took effect June 30,
1S95. The act is discussed in various
opinions of the Court of Appeals, which
sustained its constitutionality."

Death Penalty in Kavor.

The committee's report also registers
its opposition to a number of bills hav¬
ing for their object the election of city
magistrates and Justices of Special tfe«-
slons, who are now appointed by the
Mayor.

Several bills for the abolishment of
capital punishment are disapproved by
the committee. The committee says that
it "feels that crime has become so ram¬

pant that criminals should be made to
feel the rigor of the law. There has
of late b'ecn too great a tendency In
certain quarters to regard them as more

sinned against than sinning.a theory
that in practice Is found quite untena¬
ble." .

The committee comes out for a return
to the convention system Of nomination
of candidates for pub.lio office, and upon
the subject of changes In the election
law recommends that the law be revised,
as is now being done by a Joint legisla¬
tive committee, and tiiat piecemeal
amendments be not enacted.
The committee sets forth its objec¬

tions to special claims bllte and sug¬
gests that hereafter they be dealt with
by the finance committees of the two
houses instead of the Judiciary commit¬
ters.

Stand on Other Measure*.

,rr.rzssxzsz
as follows:

n-mir,, bill to

etlng by aliens.
bill to amendS^3&A»=

S2* s.r^rr.«!lnw llS H ba8 sto:xl since
niI(.common ^/^H^ulons of public

TflsM*
xti* Tatter's Hilt to per-jrssrv*sj» suse1 £

sssst'sti-w .h. :i,«.on of ».
called "public defenders.

DiKinorovinSE Senator Toiitous
l. respect, to the fteglttent opc.ation of
motor vehicles.

amendDlPnpprovinK Mr. Duel e ni
,the banking law »> as to make a

Mull.n ..>1
w«>tt«'* bill* to enact a blue p*> *

The committee in this .®mo/a"','|"ryfuiiy dlscusxea the questions of policySvedin the enactment of sueJ .Urn.
although It eXpresMB

., lon. and fully dlfeuseeJi be mer.t
demerits of this legislation. U afc

^roViir. Hctt^ M, to , .nl;the penal law #o an to brtnn mi-
wntatlon .B to ^cuHtle.^ore ^within lt« provisions. The con
point- ««» that 'M»'"£ ''£,"£¦ lather |ments which shouid

jthan blue skylaws su«d calT
^ ><|Jattention to the recent Mar> lan

which is said to have driven .-» "««.
out of Maryland.

MAYORS ASKED TO AID
FIGHf ON TRANSIT EILL

La Guardia Repeats Home
Rule Cry as Argument.

K U l-a Guardia. !n a letter
Republican Senators and Assembly (from Buffalo, nochestce. ^hen^Udy.
Home. Uli'-a. Troy and Albany. *!^'for!srsirr^}-:,
srssw*
New York will be such that it wlU
vcars to regain the conndenon UiaT

n
people »f this city have *>VP" H,r 1'The President of the A,£jmi n also forwarded to the I u. -

vice Committee of the Senate co
lertera which he had revived fro.' .MM
.r. of varioue cities.h^H.KhoUt rh> o

try opposing State control of clt> pu nc
utilities, which, he says. h"V,)r'* . t,.,visfactory to traction IntenwrU /are making o tight for It* \tenaion. It may be only a she. t n .

Mr l>a Guardia lolls the up State u*
la.ors. until their own clt.es will
fronted with the eam« sort o P
presented by the Governors mea«U.e r» jit relates to New Tork city.
The City Club also made pubii<-

tnr which it ha* addressed to all men .'
hers of the t*glslature*J.king
the bill, wlrlch It describes "* »».»«»« »

chameleon type." In that
ro.change* In appefti*nce. Its ^ibstsn e

mains always the s«me." The ( lO
then complain* that various amende-
t«l ha bill have not essentially charged jits original characteristic*.

textile industry improving.
*11 Itnt Tvto rinn<« I" I enlrnl

l»vrk*hlrr Work Kill I I'lme.

Spr,,nl v»*f*tch to Tua N*w jPtTTsrrttt.O, Mass., March .1
.Antral Berkshire textile Indus'n pi
signa of recovery. All except one v
in Plttsfleld and Dalton. employtng
hands, are runnlnjr full time.

Officials of the I'onloosue woo
Company, which w#^ ontanl*-d n
s.Y the business depression whlcli
November 1 end now apparent^ end'ns
« lli.^ worst »n<l longest Vn Ita ht«« >. t

STRIKE OF PACKERS I
NOW SEEMS CERTAIN
Employers and Union Leaders

800 No Hope in Davis
Conference.

WAGES A HE CUT TO-DAY
______

Result of Strike Ballot Now
Being; Taken Will Be

«

Known Wednesday.
%

Chk-auo, M;iI'cli 13..With more th..n

100,000 employees In the packing Indus¬

try In all (larts of the country balloting
on a proponed strik>, v ago decreas- a

amounting to 12j and 15 per cent, to-|
gather with a readjustment of working
Uours, which wer> announced last week,

will go Into effect to-m<SlTOW.
Both tli«' packers and union officials

yesterday screed to meet James Davis,
Secretary of Labor, who offered his 8'T-

vices as mediator in the hope of averting
a etrikiv To-night representatives of
both said 'b< re was little prospect
of agreement In the proposed confer¬
ence.
Union 1< ad rs pointed out that the

packers in agreeing to send two repre-
sen tat Ives to Washington had said that
"we assume that the justice and neces-

sity of »"isre cuts tvOI not be at issue.
N'or ran there justly be an issue in the
matter of hours." According to repre-
sentative.s of the men this left nothi/ig
to be discussed.
"We know the packers are hoping that

soma of the nien will engage in a run-

away strike to-morrow morning." said
Dennis Lane <>( the Amalgamated M'sat
Cutters an'l Butcher Workmen, "and, in
fact, we have -evidence that they are

aggravating them, endeavoring to entice
them into such mtion. However, the
International offhers have warned nil of
our membership to remain on the Job
until after the vote has been taken anil
until such time as the International ex¬
ecutive board has issued strike instruc¬
tions.
"When the strike occurs It will be na¬

tional In scops nnd will have occurred
because of the packers repudiating an

existing agreement -with the Government
and because of their desire for a strike
to accomplish the twofold purpose of
destroying the workers' organization and
unloading at Jirofiteering prices the
enormous quantities of meat now in
cold storage, which they bought at the
lowej t pri i'S paid for live stock since
1918."

A meeting of the union leaders to take
action (.n ilie proposed strike will be
held in Chicago on Wednesday. By that
rirn. the result of the strike balloting
will be known, it is expected. The imiors
have suggested that the mei'ti»K in
Washington be held on Friday. March 1S,
but have received no reply from Mr.
Davis.

Siof\ Cm*, la.. March 13..Eighteen
hundred union men employed In the
three packing houses her voted unani¬
mously to-day not to go out on a strike
to-morrow, despite the announcement of
the packer# wugea would he reduced
e:ght cents an hour on hourly paid work
and 12Vj cents on piece work.

Omaha. Xeb., March 13..The S.OOO
packing linuse workers in South Omaha
will return to their work to-morrow
morning. regardless of the announced
wage adjustment, according to W. J.
Burr*. fcwretary-trcasurer of the local
union.

"While there Is a strong sentiment to
strike," said Burns, "they have decided
to abide by the instructions of local
union leaders."

SECRETARY OF LABOR
PREPARED FOR PARLEY

Has Secured All Data Relat-
ing to the Industry.

Washington-.^ March 13..Secret in
of Labor Davis to-night was still a*, it-

Injt replies from four of' the, five hading
packers and from packing house em¬

ployees to bis offer of mediaton in the
controversy a rising from tho proposal
wage cut announced to tske effect to-

morroV.
Wilson & Co., In a telegram recelveJ

Hiring the (lay by the Secretary, agi>«<l
to the Secretary's proposal of a confer-
»nce between two representatives etch
from the packers and their employee*, in

which Mr. Davis will participate wnii

Secretaries Hoover of Commerce and
Wallace of *iiricuiture, in the role of ad-
visors.

Secretar> l>avls Is anxious to s« t the'
date for the conference as soon ats :*>s-
.fblo and the telegraph offices to-day
had Instructions from him to send any
telegrams to his hotel.

Secretary Davis hirt had experts In
the Department of Labor piece before
liim all data regarding packing industry
labor.

HYLAN OPENS WAR ON
BROOKLYN DOUBLE FARE

Orders Corporation Counsel
to Oppose P. S. C. Move.

Mayor Hyian announced yesterday he
bus tawed instructions to John P.
O'Brien, Corporation Counsel, "to oppose
with all the means at his command the
double fare schedules granted by I'ublls
Service Commissioner Barrett" upon sur¬
face lines in Brookiyt*.
"Does Commissioner Barrett think,"

the Mayor asked, "that In granting this
privilege to tho companies such action
v. Hi assure his continuation or make his
relent km in office on any new commis¬
sion that rtiay be appointed possible?"
Mayor Hyian then adds that if it

were not for Supreme Court decisions
to the effect that he cannot loghlly do
so, he would have buses at a fivo «cnt
fare running along every trolley line
where a double fare Is charged and that
If the people of Brooklyn will get tlu ir
legislators to pasr his pending hus bill
in Albany ho will have 2,000 busea oper¬
ating on the streets of Brooklyn Inside
o! thirty days. In addition, the city
will appropriate *10,000,000 to see that
he city In plentifully supplied with
buses, the Mayor said.
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Rail Shopmen's Wages More Than Doubled
Since 1915, With Car Inspectors Tripled

THE statistical offices of the New York Central Railroad issued yes¬
terday the following table of wages for machinists, boilermakers,

blacksmiths and car inspectors, showing comparisons between the
present rate of pay and those obtaining in August, 1915, and August,
1919. The comparisons are computed on straight time earnings:
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WAGE CUT FOLLOWS
SLUMP IN INDUSTRY

Contintit tl from' First Pane-

25 yer cent, were made, affecting all em¬
ployees. It wa ruported that owing to
the reduction in the price of cloth
wages were reduced and business for
this period »:us very slack. The per
capita earnings .show a decrease of 3.ti
per cent when compared with December.

Cotton Finishing: Practically every
concern reported a wage reduction of
22Vii per cent., affecting from 85 to 100
per cent, of the employees, but the fig¬
ures indicate moro time worked. Tho
per capita earnings are l3.7 per cent,
less than for tin- previous montli.

WuRe Ilccmm' General.

Hosiery ami Underwear: A decrease I
of 33 1-3 per cent, in rates of wages was
reported by two concerns. All em-;
ployees w.re affected in the flrf>:
establishment, but the per cent of em-
ployees affected in- the second concern
was not stated. Jn two plants a de-
crease in wages of 2T> per cent, was
made. The number of employees at-1
fected by this change was not reported.
All employees in on> concern and 90
per cent, of th<> emi.'lr,> ws in another
were reduced 22U per cent, in wages. A
general wage decrease ut approximately
20 per cent, was reported by four estab-
lishments. A 15 per cent, decrease was
made to the entire force in one concern
and to Ki per cent, of the force in an-
other. One plant reported a bonus dis¬
continued and a decrease in wages of
15 per cent, affecting --ill employees. A
sreneral wugo rate decrui.se of ubout
11 per cent, was reported b\ one plant.
I'Mve per cent of the employees in one
plant received a wag'- rate reduction of
.10 per cent, while 23 per cent of the
employees In another plant had a re¬
duction of 7'i per cent.

Woollen: A Koneraj w nv rate de¬
crease of 22'>j per cent. » m reported
throughout tlie woollen industry, but
more time was worked. The per capita
earnings are shown to be 0.2 per cent,
less in January than in December.

Silk: A decrease in wages of 22<£
per cent, was reported by one mill as
affecting the entire force. All employees
in one plant and 80 per cent, of em¬
ployers in another plant were given a re¬
duction in wanes of 20 per cent. The
wages of practically the entire force in
one -onccrn were reduced 10 per c-nt..
The per capita earnings for this nmnth.
when compared with the previous month,
show a decrease of 4.8 per cent. Dull
business was reported in the industry
and many mills were partially shut
down.

Men'* It endy Made Clothing! An in¬
crease of practically 10 per cent, was

giveil to 5 per cent, of the employees
in one concern. The wages of the entire
force of one plant Were reduced 20 per
cent. A wage rate decrease of 15 per
< <*n t. was reported foy one concern af¬
fecting one-tliird of the employees, while
mother concern repotted a wage rate
decrease of 12 per cent, affecting one-
half of the force. For January the per
capita earnings are 4.6 per cent. less
rl. 'ii for December.

Hon 11* for I * nil Time.

Leathers One concern granted a bo-
i.us for full time *ervicc. The entire
force of three tanneries had re spective
decreases of 25 per cent.. ?2Vi p<.r cent,
and 20 j>er cent. A general wage de¬
crease of 20 per cent, was reported by
one concern, while another reported a

2'» per cent decrease to 80 per cent, of
ihe force. All new men In one tannery
were reduced five cents an hour, while
., e wages of P5 per cent of the em¬
ployees In another were reduced 1 per
. >*nt. The per capita earn'ngB reported
how a decrease of 12.5 per cent, com¬
pared tv1th December.

Hoots nnil Shot*: An Increase of 10.6
">r cent, was granted to 1.6 per cent,
of the men In one piant. The entire
'oi .« of two factories received respec-
ti.e Teases of 20 j>er cent, and 16 " 3
per ' ut. In three concerns a dc'rc;i.»c

7 '-4 per cent. w'a« made, affecting
per cent, of the employees. A 10 j< r

cent production bonus was discontinue!
11. then concern*.
Taper Milking: A decrease of 2') 1 r

cent, to So per cent, of the force w

reported by one plant. TWO mills re¬

ported a wage decrease of 10 per cent...
affecting all employee* In the first mill
and A4 per cent. In Uie second mill.
Business "»lepr< *v|nn was prevailing In
marly plants; "Causing part time employ-
ment.

riuftr«t An Increase of .*

.1 por cent, wuii granted to 1 per centi
of the men In one plan;. A wage rate
reduction of 15 i* r cent was in;;de to

f3 per cent, of tie force in <>n<: t> aiu.

while In another a fdu'-tlon In wages of
12 per cent. w..s made to 7u per nt of
the men. Ninety per cent of the fore
In one plant received a decrease of 10
per cent. In several plants te stock of
manufactured a-tlrles was lame, neces¬

sitating the closing of the plints for ..

short time. Comparing .January with
December, a decrcn*» "f 7.S per cent. In

per csplfa earnings Is shown.
nitiimlnons Coal: A dee*euse In

waves of 20 per rem. was reported by
ono mine, affecting Ihe entire fr,r< e

Many mines were working on short time
due to a poor demand for coal. Win n

compar d wit T> emit'r p"- capita
earnings the decrease for January was

23 3 p< r cent.

GOODYEAR PLAN POSTPONED.

Creditors Itefuse «.» Accept Read¬

justment Proposals.
A k hon, Ohio, March 11..The ad¬

journed meeting of the Uoodyear Tire

and Rubber Oomtfcny stockholders,
scheduled for March 15, to ratify the

oornpsny's refinancing plans, Involving

»8R,000,000. sgain will lie adjourned In¬

definitely, It was announced tn-nlaht by
Vice-President tieotire M. stadelmsn
Delay In consummation of'the negotla-

llotis has been ne< neloned hy refusal of
rII merchandise creditors to (r^c unani¬
mous assent to the "plan of adjustment
I' *a« /sild.

IIOMCIN TK\MSTKH«« t«» viiiim;,

Boston, March 13- Members »l the
f.umlier Teamsters' t'nlon voted to-tfsy
tt> declare m strike at all yard* and
wharves next Wednesday morning' un-
|i s the employer* abandon their en-
.i e.n d Inientl n of r -iiuelng asge: of
»h'; teamster* 12 a week.

EACH SIDE TO BACK
UP IN RAIL BATTLE!

9
. |

(on/tiiued front Firnt Page

there aie railroad mantfrm who declare I
that unless something radical in the way
of wage cutting or Government subsidy
materialized soon anybody who thinks lie
or It is bi«r enough to carry somo of the
railroads is welcome to the job, because1
these managers say they will be per-!
fectly willing to quit in favor of such n

miracle man or agency.
But yesterday both side* took advan¬

tage of a holiday to lay back and see
how the public was reacting to the situa¬
tion. As neither side has set forth its
complete argument, and the labor side
hardly at all. the public appeared to be
in a daze. To be sure the whole matter
is to be laid before the labor board. Both
sides agree that there is nothing to be
done except to abide by the decision of
that body. The whro question will take
precedence on tlie board's calendar.
To-day the Marine Managers Associa¬

tion will submit to the General Managers
Association the proposed revised sched¬
ule of pay for harbor workers on rail¬
road payrolls. That the reduction the
marine workers will be asked to accept
will be the same as that offered to land
workers goes without saying. And it
likewise goes without saying that the
marine workers will return the same re¬

ply as the land forces :

"lyt the Trnited States Railroad l«abor
Board decide."

PENNSY HAS NEW PLAN
FOR HEAVIEST TONNAGE

Solid Train Movements on

Coal, Coke and Steel.
An improved method of handling ship-

merits of coal and coke, also *t"< prod¬
ucts. has been worked out by the central
region of the Pennsylvania Railroad in
cooperation with shippers. The pian^
involve*, when the tonnage permits, the
organization of the coal and coke traffic
from the larger operations into solid
train movements from points of origin
to destinations, with the creation of
shipping (lays from the smaller opera-
tlons to permit of solid train movements
from the primary yards nearest the
point of origin.
The steel traffic plan Comprises the

operation of solid trains from the as-

nihilng yards adjacent to the steel
districts t(f destination.

The advantages sounht^lre avoidance'
of congestion by reduction of cars on

the line, more expeditious net-vice by
elimination of breaking up trains and
swltchinc cars en route and Improved
i.ar supply in times of business activity.

ATTORNEY AND SEAMAN
DEBATE OPEN SHOP IDEA

Ex-Envoy Morgenthau Has
Job Keeping Order.

Waller Gordon Merritt. attorney of
the League for Industrial Rights and
counsel for the employers In the Dan-
bury hatters' cafe, upheld the principle
of tho open qhop yesterday afternoon
it tho Lexington Theatre in a debute
<vith Andrew F*uruneih, president of the
International Seamen's I'nlon. Henry
¦.Morgenthau, formerly Ambassador to
Turkey, had his hands full a* chairman
while Mr. Merritt vu speaking, and
»vhile he was answering questions, but
lie finally was ablo t" maintain a sem-
bianco of decorum.

Mr. Merritt said tliat the open shop!
doe* not deny any right of industry ex¬

cept the tight to "*<'lude others. It
does not deny the right to organize to
Ial>or unions, he said, nnd does not im-
ply opposition to labor unions.

"I do not even object to the closed
shop In Individual eases," said Mr. Mer-
i.tt "but r do object to a great national
/ysteni of a closed shop, to be accom-
ilisiied by removing the obstacles of
law which row prevent tho organiza¬
tion of such a system and the conae-

quent oppression of the public. A na-
fional closed shop system, maintained
i v strikes and boycotts, is incompatible
with the principles of human liberty.
You are a«king too much of society
when you ask for that, and you offer
no hostages in return."

Mr. Furuseth said that the op£n shop
as explnined and advocated by Mr. .Mer- j
ntt.was far different from the open'
«iop which employers' organizations
are trying to put Into effect "by exclud¬
ing all union men."

OPPOSE WAGE CUT ON D.,L. & W
Worker* iinttlilr Brotherhood*

\aree to l-'lcht II e d net loo.

Scuan'ToV^ Px, March 1.1 .Opposl-
t Ion to the wage reduction proposed
by officials of the Delaware. Luckn-
wanna and Western R tllroad wns
voiced here to-day at a < onventlon of
tlie Lackawanna system federation,
wtilch Includes all cla».«e» of employees
not affiliated with the brotherhoods.

It was decided that If the company
failed to abide hy the decision of the
Wage Labor Board, the federation
"would tnkn suc h a< tion as i* nece»-
ary," despite its agreenv 1*4 with the
i.abor Hoard.

FORBIDDEN TO ACCEPT CUT.
Iloaton nnd Maine I'rcluht Han¬

dlers tiet I lilon Order*.

Boston. March tJ..Instruction*-' not*
accept under any i-ircumstance^ any

propoml for a wage decrease wire given
fri the conference commission of the
Hoston and Maine Freight Handlers'
I'tiion, affiliated with the International
longshoremen's Association, at a meet¬
ing to-day.

Hlmilar action has beea taken hv
freight handlers on the Flnafon snd Al¬
bany and the Vew York. Nnv Haven
nnd Hartford roads

RUTLAND R. R. ISSUES CALL.
I¦;tit plo j ecu \ It 11«*I |i« t e Propositi for

l{eiliictloo of Wanes.
0

UtTLAKf>. Vt., March IS..<J*orfte T.
Jarvls. general manager of the Rutland
Itallrrtad. to-day Issued a call for a

conference with all employees of the
road except train crews and telegra¬
pher* The purpose of the conference
was not stated, hut employees Inter-
prfted It aa anileipailng a prm>o«si for
1 v-ice reduction Tin lai« will Ik set

littler, Um notice said.
f I

RAIL LABOR DISPUTE
ENTERS FINAL PHASE
I . 8. Board Will IIear Jewell,
Walsh anil Lauek To-day

on Workers' Side.

TO take SEVERAL* WEEKS

Wajre Issues Expected to Flood
Hearing;, Pressing All Others

to Background.

Chicago. March 13..The dUpute b«-

tween the railways and their tmplo>e« f

regarding wages and working houn and

conditions will enter its flnai stage to¬

morrow before tho United States Kai

road Labor Board.
B. M. Jewell, president of th^ rail¬

road department of thu American
eration of Labor, and his colli
Frank. P. Walsh, counsel, and W. Jon.
Lauck, economist, will appear then b>
fore the board in support of the r. :l-
road shop crafts' national agreement*
It is said that Mr. Jewell's testimony
In answer to the presentation of the
railways will*require seven weeks.
The subject of rules an4 working con.

dltions, however, has been almost sup¬
erseded, since the railways made thfllr
plea, by the wage Issue which has com

to the fore through the action of the
railroads in calling conferences wit;,
their employees prellminalfc- to wage re¬
ductions.
There are indications that the board

will be flooded with wage disputes be¬
fore it can finish with the rules and
working conditions or "national agree¬
ment.*." Labor leaders said that an

open break was possible, which might
lead to their withdrawal from further
discussions.

MERCHANTS TO SEEK
UNEMPLOYMENT CURE

Association Committee Dis¬
likes 'Open Shop' Term.
The Merchants Association announced

yesterday that on the recommendation
of iui committee oh industrial relations
it will undertake a study of unemploy¬
ment with a view to finding means for
its prevention, together with a study of
the plan for th* adjustment of Industrial
disputes which was recommended by
President Wilson's second Industrial con¬
ference. for the purpose of adopting de¬
sired changes. \

In its repost the committee 6ays: "Al¬
though unemployment is one of tho con¬
spicuous ailments at this time, it Is o'
.course not responsible for all Industrie
unrest. A fundamental cause Is the mis¬
understanding, suspicion and distrust
that arise because of the lack of persoual
contact between management and labor.
"Your committee believes that much

may be accomplished through plans of
einplo; ee representation, whereby the
representatives of management and of
the employees come together In frequent
conference for the consideration of mat¬
ters of mutual interest. Employers now
have the opportunity to demonstrate that
the iiasumptlon Is Incorrect that they an
uniformly arrayed against or antagon-
istlc to labor."

STATE RAILWAY MEN
CONFER ON STRIKE

40,000 in New York Repre¬
sented at Gathering.

*"¦ "l Dfxpahli to Tub Nmt Vokk Him
Hvhaccw. Mare!, X2.--Kirst ateps

determine whether New York State ri
w ly workers will call a protest sti
against proposed reductions In v i
effective May 1 and April 1 were t il
her® to-day when representatives
nioro (imn 40,00 rail worker.* met Ir
sc-ret conference.
The nieetinir was called by .1. 11 R

ircson, general chairman of tin I>roi
hood of Railway Clerks and Stat
Workers for New York State. The p»
ldcn:~ aid chairmen of each of the Six
-ever) local organizations In the St
were present. along * ah other raltri
men They were summoned with a v >

of 'Mi tfrminlng .".ntiment of the yco
era n carding the cut nrd
makf arrangements to handle any sit
tIon tl *i iv nrisi fu! y protecting
lnt.ref.i- o' the employing tn droad#.
business men of the Country, as well
tin men t! n iel»e.«."
The It.id' i.> wore fi-ijik in their sta.e-

ments that t'ney wbih to avoid a .strike
if possible, ait there u r>« some anion*
them who <<. Iti lignum at the reduction
and threaten to act if i' Is carrlid ou;
The I' et av- until March ZZ !.. learn
the sentlrr.) nt < f the men and j " ent an
anow to the announcement uf the New
York '..ntrai. which was tiie first rail-
ton.i to announce the reduction.

After to-night's meeting the (telegatea
will return to tIt*ir h..nies, tarrying iti-
tructlons from th«i conference i . submit

to their oi* mixaUona.

SEES PROTESTANT UNION
OF SECTS IN EUROPE

Bishop Thomas Predicts 'Th«
See of Canterbury.'

8pt <«f <p9t*h I" Tltr >. kiv * *k "n«i a.

PiTrssineu, Pa,, March K ."There
sre forty . 'hilstlan si .. outside t»te
Catholic- Churr in Kurope. and 1 be¬
lieve 'hat wi-.hln t« ti years they all will
be united, with the ArehhWhop of t i i«

terbury as tl'lr titular head, not as t.

pope, n"t with anything like papal
power, but slmplj* as the head of the
see of CanterhiM whicl « :¦! I» i

adminiatrntlve centre
Thus #K'lar«;d to-dy t'» 'lev t»*.

Nathaniel Seymour T1 on -if, B «hop of
Wyoming, who 1s conducting pre-l.nster
services In Trinity Church her*

Itishop Thomas » t» a delegate to *

Lambeth conference of 'aat year Dur¬
ing the deliberations of that body and
it Independent Investigation* aften d
he obtained a most- of informatics
.erninc the current of opinion
Ruropean denominations. 'I* »

found that the sentiment In favor -»f
consolidation wag stion* m Russia ):.>-
mania. Bulgaria, Arabia, vustria, Hun
irarv. Greece. Arm'-nla, Csoch tflovakln
,.nd otl < r eonritrlee. OravltatI >n >f
thought van wholly toward the a-<k
an Church an the body of met thor¬
ough organisation."

WESTCHE9TER BUILDERS A«'T

H(Hr< to He < it' end Men

Threaten Bin Mrffce.
ai Drop.,'i ii fit Ttig Nee \«h. ttw*u».

\VM -h I'l.tiMi, Mar d\ 18. \\ est. hu
tor count* Is threatened b> 11" ;. "t

nlo., laJtm strike In its I is U»ry. 1i«.
count}' bulklera' ccntiw' eononi'fe
imn de Ided to slash wages in n« a
all line# on Vpril 1. and union* h«v
voted to strike rather than » «,ept
<!¦ create a' thji !im
Tie builder* will meet I"1 >011*'

Tuesday m ratify the action ¦< »

.. nive committee, v«« . !0, > lie

will b> alteuUd. *11 lalx i ngrwe-
..itiiis will aapir* on April I. ,


